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City of Glenarden 
Special Meeting 

July 14, 2014 - 7:30PM 
Minutes 

 
Council President – Carolyn Smallwood 
Council Vice President - Elaine Carter 
Councilwoman – Judy Diggs 
Councilwoman – Deborah Eason 
Councilman – James Herring 
Councilwoman - Jennifer Jenkins 
Councilwoman – Maxine Phifer 
Mayor Dennis C. Smith 
 

 Call to Order at 7:30PM 

 Invocation led by Rev. Gray 

 Roll Call 

Councilwoman Diggs – Late Arrival 
Councilwoman Eason – Present 
Councilman Herring – Present  
Councilwoman Jenkins – Present    
Councilwoman Phifer – Present 
Councilwoman Carter- Present 
Councilwoman Smallwood – Present 
We have a Quorum   

 Motion to Adopt Agenda 

1) Councilwoman Carter asked that R-64-2014 be voted on first – Council 
President granted this request. 
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2) Citizen comments be restrictive comments. (Councilwoman Carter removed 

the request) 
 
Councilwoman Diggs – Abstain  
Councilwoman Eason – Yes  
Councilman Herring – No   
Councilwoman Jenkins – Yes    
Councilwoman Phifer – Yes  
Councilwoman Carter- Yes  
Councilwoman Smallwood – No  
4 Yes 2 No 1 Abstain 
Amendment Approved 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Carter to adopt agenda with amendment - Seconded 
by Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Diggs – Yes 
Councilwoman Eason – Yes 
Councilman Herring – Yes  
Councilwoman Jenkins – Yes   
Councilwoman Phifer – Yes 
Councilwoman Carter- Yes 
Councilwoman Smallwood – Yes 
7 Yes 
Agenda Approved 
 

 Citizens Comments on Legislation (two minutes) 

Ms. Verely Wilson – Asked if the candidate for the City Manager, Donjuan 
Williams, will be coming to the meeting. 

Mayor Smith – did not inform the candidate that he needed to be present. 

Mayor Smith announces that Donjuan Williams will be coming to the City           
Hall meeting for the vote tonight. 
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Mr. Hampton – keep in mind we all have made mistakes and keep in mind 
what the city needs, before we all get in an uproar.  

Mrs. Celestine Wilson – request the council members not accept the 
legislation and do what is in the best interest of the city. Go against the 
legislation. 

Mr. Leo Wilson – Candidate was not vetted properly – need to advertise the 
position again.  

Ms. Verely Wilson –The Mayor is responsible for the Administration.  The prior 
mayors have been paid on a part-time salary for years, and there have been 
good Mayors’.  

 Legislation 

R-60-2014 A Resolution to Delete and Add Names to the Signature Cards for 
the Harbor Bank Account 
 
Councilman Herring motions to approve legislation – Seconded by 
Councilwoman Carter 
 
Councilwoman Diggs - Yes 
Councilwoman Eason – Yes 
Councilman Herring – Yes  
Councilwoman Jenkins – (walked away)    
Councilwoman Phifer – Yes 
Councilwoman Carter- Yes 
Councilwoman Smallwood – Yes 
6 Yes 
Approved 
 
Note on legislation lines 18, 19 and 27 to read: former Councilmembers 
Margaret Dade and Celestine Wilson, and former Mayor Gail Parker-Carter. 
Also remove the comma after the work Councilmember on line 22. 
 
10 Minute Recess 
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R-64-2014 Resolution to Approve the Appointment of Donjuan Williams as City 
Manager  
 
Councilwoman Carter motions to approve legislation – Seconded by 
Councilwoman Jenkins  
 
Councilwoman Diggs - Abstain 
Councilwoman Eason – No 
Councilman Herring – No  
Councilwoman Jenkins – Yes    
Councilwoman Phifer – Yes 
Councilwoman Carter- Yes 
Councilwoman Smallwood – No 
3 Yes 3 No’s 1 Abstain 
Failed 
 
R-63-2014 Resolution to Approve the Appointment of Donjuan Williams as City 
Manager for a Ninety (90) Day Period 
 
Councilwoman Carter motions to approve legislation – Seconded by 
Councilwoman Jenkins 
 
Councilwoman Diggs - Abstain 
Councilwoman Eason – Yes 
Councilman Herring – No  
Councilwoman Jenkins – Yes    
Councilwoman Phifer – Yes 
Councilwoman Carter- Yes 
Councilwoman Smallwood – Abstain 
4 Yes 1 No 2 Abstain 
Passed 
 
Councilman Herring request that the city manager contract be brought to the 
Council and the background check be done on the applicant prior to the 
hiring of applicant. 
 
Citizen’s Comments/Questions (five minutes): 
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Ms. Verely Wilson – Mayor needs to respond to all the comments offered by 
the Council.  Mayor has not responded to any of the expectation from the 
Council.  
 
Perry Hampton – Confirming that a background check and credit check will be 
done on the applicant. The city also needs an assistant City Manager. 
 
Mr. Anderson – what is the next step if we don’t get the contract in the 15 
days.  
 

Ms. Smallwood notes – the City can get a temporary employee from our 
temporary agency that we contract with for staff.   

 
Celestine Wilson – Former Mayor Gail Carter wanted an assistant City Manager 
– Councilwoman Elaine Carter did not want an Assistant City Manager. 
 
Councilwoman Carter – notes that request, to have an Assistant City Manager, 
was never put in a budget to vote on. 
 
Mr. Powell – does the city have a budget surplus?  Will the City repair, 
renovate the Martin Luther King Park cite? 
 

Mayor Smith - responds with no budget surplus due to major demands for 
the city, i.e., such as roof repairs and street repairs, and there is no deficit 
in the budget. The Martin Luther King Park is a part of the plans, but first 
priority is to have a City Manager and Treasurer on board. 
 
Councilman Herring – Mayor cannot speak on whether there is a surplus or 
deficit because we haven’t had a financial report in several months. Council 
has only received drafts in the past year. 
 
Ms. Verely Wilson – Speaks on the past Treasurer and City Manager not 
working the hours they were paid for.  

 
Mr. Perry Hampton – notes that the corporate office is a dead zone and the 
staff is not speaking to the public appropriately and a clean-up is needed. 
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Mrs. Celestine Wilson - disappointed with the City Manager vote that was just 
passed. And we don’t want the city to be in a worst position. Look at the 
history to do what is best for the city. Also notes that the when Mr. Williams 
was Mayor, the persons that had major concerns, on Mr. Williams 
performance,  are the same people that support him now.  Which concern her 
greatly with the integrity. 
 
Councilwoman Carter – addresses this concern – and has no regrets on the 
vote that she offered and feels that Mr. Williams can take the City in the right 
direction at this time, as the City Manager. 
 

 Adjourn at 8:40PM 

Submitted by: 

Toni Taylor, Council Clerk 


